
Prelude 
 

Welcome 
The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. Jesus 
associates with those often excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we struggle 
with our own selfish desires and seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather to be 
refreshed by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that are weary.” Gathered around 
word, water, and meal, we find rest for our souls. 

 
GATHERING 

*Confession and Forgiveness  
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever.  Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
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Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the 
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our 
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us 
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of 
life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
 



Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

*Gathering Hymn      “Light Dawns on a Weary World” 

 
 



*Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

Kyrie             pg. 138 



Canticle of Praise                    pg. 139 



*Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy reshape 
the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  
 
(Please be seated.) 
 

Special Music       “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”          Joan Hendrick, Kay Mach 

 

WORD 
 

Reading: Romans 6:12-23                      Leah Achterberg 
12Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. 
13No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present 
yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your 
members to God as instruments of righteousness. 14For sin will have no dominion over 
you, since you are not under law but under grace. 
  15What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no 
means! 16Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, 
you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of 
obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be to God that you, having once 
been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which 
you were entrusted, 18and that you, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of 
righteousness. 19I am speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations. For 
just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater 
iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification. 
  20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21So what 
advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of 
those things is death. 22But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, 
the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is 
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



*Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16“To what will I compare this generation? It is like 
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 
 17‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
  we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19the Son of 
Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of 
tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
 
  25At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you 
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to 
infants; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over 
to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the 
Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
  28“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 
you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated.) 
 

Sermon                 Reverend Phil Waselik 

 

*Gospel Acclamation 



*Hymn of the Day          "I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say" 



*Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*Prayers of Intercession                   Leah Achterberg 

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 
Offering 
 
 
 



 

Offering Song  “Create in Me a Clean Heart”  



Offering Prayer  
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with 
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, 
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

*Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Announcements 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn     “May the Peace of the Lord” 

May the peace of the Lord be with you, 
With your friends and your family too. 
Let it be, let it grow, and ev’rywhere you go. 
May the peace of the Lord follow you. 
 
I leave you peace now, it’s my peace I give to you; 
Not as the world gives, do I give to you. 
 



May the peace of the  Lord be with you, 
With your friends and your family too. 
Let it be, let it grow, and ev’rywhere you go. 
May the peace of the Lord follow you. 
 
Don’t be afraid, let your hearts be untroubled. 
Have faith in God, and have faith in me. 
 
May the peace of the  Lord be with you, 
With your friends and your family too. 
Let it be, let it grow, and ev’rywhere you go. 
May the peace of the Lord follow you. 
 
n.p.: Gary Hull, n.d. 
 

*Dismissal 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude  


